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Elective Home Education   

 

If you are considering educating your child at home, this factsheet may 

address some questions you have, and help you in making your decision.  

 

Do children have to go to school?  
 
The 1996 Education Act states that, ‘it is the duty of parents to secure an 

appropriate full time education for their children of compulsory school age’. 
Parents can carry out this duty by ensuring their child attends school or 

parents may decide to take on the duty to educate their child/children 
themselves and educate them at home – this is called Elective Home 

Education. 

 

Raising the Participation Age  

 
The Government has increased the age to which all young people in England 

must continue in education or training, requiring them to continue until their 

18th birthday.  

 

 

What am I responsible for? 

  
You will be responsible for arranging all direct teaching and materials and for 

organising any work experience placements. If your child wants to take 

 

This does not necessarily mean staying in school; young people have a 

choice about how they continue in education or training post-16, which 

could be through: 

 full-time education, such as school, college or with a training 

provider  

 full-time work or volunteering combined with part-time education or 

training  

 an apprenticeship  
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exams you would also have to pay for any examination registration fee and 

assessment of coursework by an accredited person.  

 

How is the Local Authority involved in education at home? 

  
If you decide to educate your child at home, you will be offered help and 

advice from the Home Education Liaison Officer who will offer visits at times 

that are mutually agreed. 

  

The Elective Home Education Team will make an initial enquiry of the 

parent/carer to satisfy that a suitable education is taking place and that the 

family are offering access and opportunities to education and being sensitive 

to the child's needs. 

  

The Education Act places the obligation on the LA to intervene if it appears 

that a child is not receiving an efficient education, which takes into account 

age, ability, aptitude and any special needs that the child may have.  

 

Please note that if your child has not been on a school roll there is no 

obligation for the Local Authority to be made aware of your decision 

to Electively Home Educate.  

 

Do I have to fit in with the school terms and times?  

 
No. Elective Home Education can be more flexible and less rigid than at 

school. It depends on how you decide to organise your child’s education. The 

Home Education Liaison Officer can discuss this with you or you can refer to 

the Department for Education Elective home Education Guidelines 

 

How do I get started? 

  
If your child currently attends a school you will need to write to the Head of 

the school to inform them of your intention to home educate and ask them to 

remove your child from the school roll.  

 

The school will then inform the Local Authority’s Home Education Team who 

will make contact with you. If your child has an Education, Health Care Plan 

and has been placed in a Special School you will need to ask approval from 

the Special Educational Needs Team at the Local Authority prior to removing 

them from school. 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/791528/EHE_guidance_for_parentsafterconsultationv2.2.pdf
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Can my child attend school part-time? 

 
In Telford & Wrekin children generally attend school full-time, except if there 

is a planned programme of re-integration. If you choose to educate your 

child(ren) at home their names will be removed from the school register.  
 

 

The child will be required to follow the National Curriculum whilst at school 

but not whilst he or she is being home educated.  

 

What if I decide to educate at home and then change my mind? 

 
Your child can return to school at any time, however, it is important to be 

aware that once your child’s name has been removed from the school’s roll 

the school are not obliged to keep a place open for your child and therefore 

there may not be a place available at their original school.  

 

Who can help if I choose to home educate? 

 
You can contact local and national support organisations. There are some 

contact details at the end of this factsheet.  

 

How can I teach my child if I am not a trained teacher? 

 
You do not need to have formal qualifications, or be a teacher to educate 

your child at home and you do not need to 'know everything'.  

 

What will I be expected to teach and how should I teach it? 

  
Some home educators have a timetable showing the normal planned 

activities over a period of time such as you would find in a school. Other 

parents choose to follow a form of ‘discovery’ education where the interests 

of the child are followed. Others use a mixture of these methods.  

 

The LA’s interest is in establishing that a suitable education is taking place, 

rather than endorsing any particular method.  

 

 

 

However, a parent may request that a Head Teacher admit his/her child 

for part-time, flexi-schooling. This arrangement is at the discretion of the 

Head Teacher and Governors of the school.  
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Do I have to follow the National Curriculum? 

 
No. When a child is electively home educated it is the decision of the parent 

as to what to teach and how the child learns. However, you may wish to be 

aware of the content of the National Curriculum as it does provide a 

framework, especially if you intend to return your child to state education or 

to pursue more formal qualifications, such as GCSEs.  

 

What if I'm still not sure whether to home educate? 

 
To help you make your decision you may find it helpful to talk to someone 

who has experience of home education before finally making a decision. Try 

contacting the local support organisations to speak to parents/carers who 

are, or have been, home educating in your area. 

 

If the decision to home educate has arisen because of a disagreement with a 

teacher or school, and the issue has not been resolved following discussion 

with the Head Teacher or Governors, the SEND Information, Advice & 

Support Service (SENDIASS) may be able to discuss options available to you 

to help resolve the issue.  

 

 

Useful contacts:  

 

Advisory Centre for Education (ACE)  
www.ace-ed.org.uk  

 
Department for Education 

0370 000 2288 
www.education.gov.uk  

 
Raising the Participation Age 

www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/participation/rp
a  

 

 

Contact Telford and Wrekin SENDIASS for information, advice and 

support: 
 

Phone: 01952 457176 
Email: info@iass.org.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk/
http://www.education.gov.uk/
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/participation/rpa
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/participation/rpa
mailto:info@iass.org.uk
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Education Otherwise Association Ltd 
0845 478 6345 

www.educationotherwise.net 
 

Home Education Advisory Service (HEAS) 
 www.heas.org.uk  

 
The National Curriculum 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum 

http://www.educationotherwise.net/
http://www.heas.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum

